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SAVING STRAYS

Saving Strays was founded by Hayley and her husband Nick on the very principle to
save animals that needed help. Whether they were stray, abandoned, mis-treated
or simply surrendered due to owners no longer being able to care for them.
Hayley’s journey to opening an animal rescue service
began when she and her husband Nick, rescued a
Greek Harehound, Milo, from Greece in August 2019.
Milo was brought to the UK after being in a ‘kill
shelter’ in Greece where he was going to be put to
sleep simply for being a street dog.
“At first he was really skinny and nervous. It took a
long time for him to understand what love and a home
environment was. He used to eat dog poo because it
was the only food source available to him on the
streets of Greece. Truly heartbreaking"
After adopting Milo, her cat Tiny and another mistreated dog from Greece, Lola; Hayley was contacted
to help rehome eight cats in Blackpool.
“I drove to the lady’s house to collect all eight cats
which was a 2 hour round trip, having already found
loving homes for them and arranged all the basic vet
care that was needed.

Her house had faeces all over the floor, it wasn't a
positive environment for the animals. After a closer
inspection two of the cats had severe medical
problems and couldn't be rehomed.”
Once the cats (Izzy and Henry) were seen by the vets
we uncovered more issues in particularly with Henry.
He has an extreme case of Cat Flu where his eyes
would bleed, or if stressed by the slightest thing he
would come out in scabs all over his body!
Henry had to have all of his teeth removed due to
abscesses and infection. Hayley knew that he would
struggle to find a home willing to take on his medical
expenses; so she adopted him.
It was at this point she knew that she had to save
more Henry's in the world and so, Saving Strays was
born.

The story behind
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SAVING STRAYS

Saving Strays was initially set up from the back
bedroom of Hayley and Nicks home. The vision
being simple. rescue animals that needed it.
Due to Hayley's full time job and skill set she was
quickly able to create an established and
recognised brand within the community and get
the message out there!
It wasn't long before people started contacting
her wanting to volunteer and support in any way
that they can!
Although Saving Strays is a local animal rescue
based in Bolton, we foster and adopt all over the
North West of England and North Wales. We
now have a large network of foster careers and
we will accept an animal needing our help; from
cats to horses, we will help them!
One of our main objectives is to never allow a
healthy animal to be put to sleep, if we can get
that animal the medical care it deserves we
absolutely will. Many of our animals have not had
the best start in life and are in need of support
from their new families.
To ensure they get this it is our policy to carry
out home checks on all potential new homes
prior to adoption. In this way we hope to provide
the most suitable homes for our animals and
give them the best possible chance of finding
their new forever families.

Without all of the wonderful people that volunteer we
wouldn't be able to help as many animals as we do.
Saving Strays is staffed by a small team of dedicated
volunteers, without whom we could not operate.
If you would like to know more about our key admin
volunteers please go to page nine.

OUR
VISION
IS A SIMPLE ONE.

SAVING STRAYS

> Rescue animals that are un-loved, un-cared for and unwanted.
> Create Jobs in the Community.
> Build a Centre where we can look after animals.
As you will know by now the rescue was set up in 2019 with the vision to rescue
rabbits, cats, dogs and horses. As time went on, the rescues vision has expanded
into something much more!
With Registered Charity Status pending, our vision is to create a Centre with a
fully functioning cattery, kennels and stables for all the animals in our care. With
this in mind we would like to generate jobs with the community, as well as
become involved in community outreach.
The Registered Charity Status allows us to apply for community grants to be able
to achieve these visions.
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• When approved as a fosterer (a home check is
required) you will be given a foster contract to
read and sign. Please make sure you read this
thoroughly and abide by it at all times. This will
only be sent via email and is an online signature.
• Animals coming into foster care will be
allocated to the most suitable person (where
possible) and will depend on the suitability of
your family and the home environment. For this
reason, fosterers cannot choose which animal
they would like but a discussion between the
team and the potential fosterer will take place
to agree suitability.
• Mums with kittens will only go to experienced
fosterers and not to fosterers with children
under 5.
• Sometimes we may need to move animals
around due to compatibility issues or to
accommodate taking in another animal. We will,
where possible, discuss this with the people
concerned but it may not always be possible due
to time constraints. We will decide in the best
interest of the animals and move animals
accordingly.

• When you have been allocated an animal to
foster, experienced guidance and advice will be
given with regards to the handling and care of
that specific cat from the Saving Strays team.
This guidance must be adhered to at all times to
avoid any unnecessary accidents, injury or
stress to the animal and/or yourselves. If the
guidance is not followed, you will be in breach of
the foster contract.
• Foster cats must remain indoors at all times
and precautions must be taken to ensure the
cat does not escape. This includes keeping
windows and doors shut and locked at all times.
The fosterer is responsible for the safety of the
animal in their care.
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• Fosterers are responsible for taking their cats
to vet appointments and these appointments
will be given out by the Foster Manager. Please
make a note of these and dates of future flea
and worm treatments. In instances where
fosterers can’t get to a vet appointment, we
have a Transport Team on hand and they will
support with vet visits.
• If fosterers are unable to take the cat to the
vet they must let the Foster Manager know as
soon as possible to see if the appointment can
be rearranged or a transporter can be arranged
with the Transport Manager.
• Our vets’ details are:
Vets4Pets
Address: Drummond House, Moss Bank Way,
Astley Bridge, Bolton BL1 8NP Tel: 01204
308700
RSPCA Bolton
Address: 21 Vernon St, Bolton BL1 2QB Tel:
01204 521160. Animals should only be taken to
these vets if appointments have been made by
the Foster Manager or prior permission from the
founder has been given to attend a different vet.
This would only be agreed under exceptional
circumstances.
• If you feel your foster animal requires a vet
appointment other than those scheduled, you
must speak to the Saving Strays admin team
about this as soon as possible BEFORE making
a vet appointment giving reasons why.

• If an animal develops sickness, diarrhea or any
other health problem, please inform us straight
away so we can provide advice accordingly.
• Where medication is required, the team / vet
will instruct the fosterer on how and when to
administer, and this will include flea and worm
treatments.
• To avoid confusion and misplaced items, all
flea and worm treatment will be collected from
the vets by the admin team. If you are given this
in error, please let us know and we can collect
or it can be dropped off with a team member.
• Any friends and/or family wanting to adopt a
cat must do so through the Saving Strays
webpage. www.savingstraysnw.uk/pets-foradoption/
• If you are going on holiday or going away for
the weekend etc, please let the Foster Manager
know as soon as you can so we can make
alternative arrangements for your foster
animal(s).
• If you know of or have been contacted about a
stray animal, you must contact the Saving
Strays team and they will arrange for a scanner
to attend to check for a microchip. Do not make
any promises to the person finding or notifying
you about the cat as we have to ensure there
will be a foster space available. If it is owned
and the owner no longer wants it, they will need
to complete a surrender form and we will take it
into foster care as soon as practically possible.
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ANIMAL WELFARE
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As we take animal welfare very seriously we have a dedicated Animal Welfare Manager who in her
full time job is a Vet Nurse. She supports all fosterers with any medical advice or queries that you
might have. She will be available to contact in our dedicated Foster Group Chat on Facebook
Messenger and WhatsApp.

FOOD, SUPPLIES, LITTER ,ETC...
All the food, litter and supplies for every animal are provided by Saving Strays, we have a central
drop off and collection point for you to pick up anything you may need to care for your animal(s). If
you can't get to the collection point to pick up supplies, let us know and we will have one of our
transport team deliver some for you, or get it sent to you directly. If you would like to support the
rescue further by purchasing your own food etc. this is truly appreciated.

VET APPOINTMENTS
• Fosterers are responsible for taking their cats to vet appointments and these appointments will
be given out by the Foster Manager. Please make a note of these and dates of future flea and worm
treatments. In instances where fosterers can’t get to a vet appointment we have a Transport Team
on hand and they will support with vet visits.
• If fosterers are unable to take the cat to the vet they must let the Foster Manager know as soon
as possible to see if the appointment can be rearranged or a transporter can be arranged with the
Transport Manager.
• Our vets’ details are: Vets4Pets Address: Drummond House, Moss Bank Way, Astley Bridge,
Bolton BL1 8NP Tel: 01204 308700 and RSPCA Bolton Address: 21 Vernon St, Bolton BL1 2QB Tel:
01204 521160. Animals should only be taken to these vets if appointments have been made by the
Foster Manager or prior permission from the founder has been given to attend a different vet. This
would only be agreed under exceptional circumstances.
• If you feel your foster animal requires a vet appointment other than those scheduled, you must
speak to the Saving Strays admin team about this as soon as possible BEFORE making a vet
appointment giving reasons why.
We have a dedicated qualified Vet Nurse who volunteers as our Animal Welfare Manager, check
with her in the first instance if anything happens with your animal out of the ordinary.

CASE
STUDY

Jenny's Story
FOSTER MUM TO RESCUE MANAGER...
As Jenny is a devoted animal lover and has
volunteered for many rescues in the past it was only
fitting that she wanted to foster for a local rescue
that needed local support as it began its journey to
grow. Jenny is a full time carer for her disabled
daughter and has 7 cats of her own currently. She has
had animals all her life, including cats, dogs and
horses, and has worked for multiple charities in the
past that help raise awareness for animals in the UK
and abroad. In 2020 a few months into the pandemic,
Jenny and her friend Sandra were stood at the front
of her house with Sandra's dogs, talking. Hayley just
so happened to be walking her dogs at the time so
naturally they met and bonded over dogs and animals,
coming to realise they lived just around the corner
from each other. Hayley mentioned that she was the
founder of an animal rescue charity, Saving Strays,
and that she was looking for people to foster for her.
Jenny had 7 cats of her own at that point and had
fostered for other charities in the past, she had also
just had to say goodbye to one of her oldest cats,
Avid, and felt like she wanted to help; in his memory.
In August 2020, her first two foster kittens arrived.
They were semi feral and were not able to be touched
at all. Thankfully, Jenny had experience with feral
cats from previous fostering so this wasn’t a
challenge for her at all. Misty and Smokey stayed for
about 2 weeks and made great progress but were
adopted quite quickly as they were both stunning.
After this, things snowballed!
Three more kittens came along who were named
Ragnar, Lagertha and Remus. They were socialised
so were very cuddly and had no issues, again they
were adopted. The biggest litter and Jenny's first set
of very young kittens and their mum came in the
middle of August. There were 6 kittens in total along
with mum, Narla. Jenny made a space in her bedroom
with blankets, toys, litter trays, puppy pads and
everything they’d need. With the help of her daughter,
Chloe, they were weaned, socialised and grew up to
be the most placid kittens ever. This was our Game of
Thrones litter!

The next challenge came when a family of feral kittens and
their mum came in. Doris, the mum, and her four children Neo,
Dozer, Niobe and Trinity. Everyone loves a Matrix theme!
They were so feral and scared they had to be in cages but this
wasn’t difficult for Jenny, she was able to get them to a point
where they were downstairs socialising with her own cats and
would eventually eat with them. The two girls were adopted
quickly and so was their beautiful mum, Doris. Neo and Dozer
stayed with Jenny for further development. The progress
these two boys have made is unbelievable thanks to Jenny.
Once they were used to the house and other cats, they started
sleeping in Jenny's room more and more and eventually
started sleeping on the bed. Neo was definitely the more
confident one of the two and he helped Dozer to grow in
confidence too. The goal was to get these boys adopted, and
although they were, it unfortunately didn’t work out. They
came back to Jenny's house after 2 months of being away and
slotted right back in, as if they’d never left. Dozer was actually
able to be stroked by Jenny’s daughter, Chloe, for the first
time, which is amazing progress for such a feral boy! This just
goes to show how comfortable they were and how Jenny has
created a welcoming environment in her home for all her
fosters.

CASE STUDY
Jenny's Story
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Jenny became the Foster and Aftercare Manager at the end of September 2020. She liaised with fosterers and assisted
them with any issues they had, and she followed up on successful adoptions to check how they were getting on in their new
homes. In December, Jenny offered to make the shed in her back garden into a cattery. Along with Saving Strays, she made
the inside of her shed into a safe haven for cats. The shed was fully waterproofed, had electricity and was carpeted and
warm. At this point, crates were used to separate the cats that came in. In December, she took in a litter of kittens that had
been born at Hayley's house. They were named the reindeer babies after being born at Christmas. There were 6 kittens but
one of them stood out. It was Comet, the runt of the litter, who was being bullied by her siblings. Jenny separated them as
Comet was terrified and constantly screamed at them all. She carried her around in the hood of her hoodie and gave her the
extra love she needed. Jenny pushed for a diagnosis with the vets as she was very wobbly when walking and fell over a lot.
She was diagnosed with Cerebellar Hypoplasia. It was decided that she would stay in long term foster with Jenny and her
siblings were moved to another foster home. With the illness Comet needed additional support and someone who
understood her needs as well as the financial implications.
In February 2021, another special case came in. It was a male cat who Jenny named; Lincoln. He’d been straying for a while
and was so very skinny. He had no fur on his back end and was covered in scabs. As soon as he came in, Jenny bathed him
and got him feeling fresh and clean. He was brought into her house instead of staying in the cattery as he needed the extra
attention and love. Within the month, he had put significant weight on, his fur was growing back, his skin was clearing and
he was such a happy boy. It wasn’t looking good for him but Jenny was able to turn it around and he was successfully
adopted and is living his best life in his forever home! Lincoln is now called Teddy and was adopted by one of Saving Strays
Volunteers.
It was around this time that Jenny swapped roles and became the Rescue and Surrender Manager, as all cats would come
into the cattery first to be treated and assessed to go to the right foster home. Jenny was the person who dealt with people
surrendering their own pets or strays that needed to come in. She communicated and arranged them coming into the
charity and this has been her role ever since, as well as fostering in her house and caring for the cattery cats.
The rescue put significant renovations in place to support additional cats coming in and Jenny to care for them. The
cattery was extended with a new section and new pens in order to help more cats. In 2021, Jenny fostered 145 cats and
kittens, some who stayed in the cattery and some who stayed in her house. Among these was another very special case. A
mum cat came in from a bad situation after losing two of her kittens. She still had 3 left and unfortunately they came in sick
with cat flu. One of the kittens in particular, the smallest one, Malia, was not getting better. The cat flu had set off
conjunctivitis which then ulcerated and no treatment was working. Jenny fought hard to keep this little girl alive and made
sure to get second opinions on her care. She ended up having her eye removed and Jenny and her daughter were with her
every step of the way. Jenny took her to all her appointments and follow ups, as she got an infection after her surgery. She
cleaned her eye out multiple times a day and emptied it from all the pus that was inside. To support the veterinary bills for
Malia's care Jenny set up a GoFundMe and managed to raise over £1,000 for Malia’s surgery, treatment and medications.
In November 2021, Jenny organised an event for the charity, a Christmas Fundraiser. This fundraising project was solely
managed by Jenny and on the day she was helped massively by all the volunteers. It was a successful event that raised
awareness for Saving Strays and the animals and raising £650!
Recently, Jenny cared for an old boy who came in, named Crookshanks. He was living in a garage with his friend.
Crookshanks was taken to the vets and estimated to be around 18 years old. He stayed with Jenny in long term foster for a
few weeks, living his best life and being loved and cuddled 24/7. Unfortunately he had to be euthanised due to his age and
health conditions but he was very loved and looked after in his final weeks.
Jenny is also qualified in cat first aid and her own cats have gotten to old ages so she has the experience and knowledge to
help if anything happened. Jenny is such a dedicated person. She makes sure all the animals are helped and will do
anything for them. She is currently still the Rescue and Surrender Manager and has cats and kittens of different ages in her
care. She loves all animals and can’t see herself doing anything but this! Jenny's story and journey with Saving Strays is one
to be admired and the rescue can't thank her enough for everything she does!

HAYLEY EGAN
Founder
Hayley founded the rescue in 2019 and is insanely
passionate about animals! Hayley dedicates her
volunteer work to her Milo and Henry who were rescued
from the most horrific conditions and she didn't want to
see any other animal(s) suffer in the same way.

JENNY HERRIOT
Rescue Manager
Jenny became a foster home in 2020, and loved it so
much she wanted to become more involved. Having
volunteered for Animals Asia and other rescues Jenny
has a wealth of knowledge and experience, holding first
aid certificates and animal welfare qualifications.

TBC
Cat Adoption Manager
This position needs to be filled

MICHELLE LUSK
Foster Manager
Michelle had cats as a child and always wanted a dog,
when she was 11 her family brought Smokey a cross lab
home. Since then Michelle and her family seemed to
become the animal magnets from birds to horses. After
taking redundancy from a demanding job she found
Saving Strays, so started to work with Hayley and her
team - these are a dedicated fabulous team of people
with passion in their hearts for the animals. From this
experience with the rescue Michelle is starting in a new
dog grooming career and hope this will greatly benefit
some stray animals going forward. My training is from
British School of Grooming and of the highest standards
for animal care/grooming.

OUR
VOLUNTEERS

KAREN ANN GETTINS
Admin Manager
Karen has been a animal lover all her life. From horses,
dogs, cats, budgies, rabbits, terrapins and of course
goldfish when younger . Karen now has 10 of her own
cats at home. Karen joined Saving Strays after seeing a
request for volunteers. She looks after all the microchip
& insurance process and forwards on the adoption info
and any vet medical history to new owners for the
rehomed pets.

HANNAH RIGBY
Dog Adoption Manager
Hannah joined our team to help out with the dogs in
foster. She deals with the whole process of adopting a
dog including homechecks, interviews and placing the
right dog with the right family. She has her own dogs
and loves finding others their forever home.

JULIE GRUNDY
Aftercare Manager
Julie is our Aftercare Manager. She deals with people
who have adopted from us. She follows up to check on
how they’re doing and makes sure they are settling in.
She has her own dogs so her passion for animals is
evident. She makes sure all adoptions have run
smoothly and that the animal and family are happy
together.

KAREN BROMLEY
Admin Manager
Karen has always been a dedicated animal lover and
when Hayley, her daughter in law created Saving Strays
it was the perfect opportunity to help more animals.
Karen currently has 4 animals all from Saving Strays.

OUR
VOLUNTEERS

EILEEN HATTON
Transport Manager
I first got involved with Saving Strays when I applied to
foster cats. After becoming a failed foster home for
rabbits, I become the Transport Manager for the rescue.
I have a great team of volunteers to call on to assist with
collecting cats and kittens, & dogs sometimes, to take
to vet appointments if the foster family are unable to
transport them.

CHLOE HERRIOT
Social Media Manager
Chloe runs the social media pages for Saving Strays.
She is Jenny’s daughter so has grown up around
animals her whole life and is inspired by her mum. She
has 7 cats and also helps with fostering. She raises
awareness for the animals in Saving Strays care via
social media and helps look after any cats or kittens in
her home with her mum.

NICKI SNOW
Website Manager
I've been part of the Saving Strays family since adopting
my fluffy spoilt cat from them in May 2021. I've enjoyed
website management as a hobby for years and have run
a couple of other sites previously (I even created a Harry
Potter fan site in my teens but don't tell anyone!).

LISA MITCHELL
Design Manager
Lisa is a creative Graphic Designer with over 20 years
of experience in the Graphic Design Industry. Lisa
specialises in re-branding projects, has a vast
knowledge of logo design, and infographics. She has
transformed the brand and raised its profile within the
community ensure it is recognized by many to be
supported.

OUR
VOLUNTEERS

07942 264643
WWW.SAVINGSTRAYSNW.UK
SAVINGSTRAYSBOLTON@GMAIL.COM
@SAVINGSTRAYSNW

DEDICATED TO ARCHIE, MILO, TINY, LOLA, HENRY, OREO, GEORGE, DIEO, RORY AND GINGER BROMLEY.
ALONG WITH EVERY ANIMAL WE COULDNT SAVE.

